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                Our Curriculum Statement

                Wadebridge Primary Academy – Curriculum statement 2018

                “Learn, thrive, excel”

                Our school aims to provide … ‘a rich, supportive and stimulating environment in an atmosphere of mutual respect, in which each child entrusted to our care, can develop a love of learning and a desire to succeed'.

                Our curriculum is unique to Wadebridge Primary Academy in that it is specifically tailored towards the needs and interests of our children. Through the curriculum, we aim to prepare pupils for the opportunities, experiences and responsibilities of adult life and to lay a firm foundation for future learning. We seek to provide a broad, balanced differentiated curriculum and offer a wide range of exciting, challenging activities and experiences to all pupils irrespective of ability, background, ethnic origin or gender.

                We acknowledge that people learn in many different ways and we recognise the need to develop strategies that allow all children to learn in ways that suit them. Opportunities are planned to cater for a range of different learning styles to ensure that all children can access the curriculum and learn in a way that is best for them. Our commitment to a creative approach, empowers our children and promotes opportunities deeper learning, imagination and ingenuity. 

                So how do we organise learning?

                In the Foundation Stage we follow the Early Years Foundation Stage EYFS curriculum, which comprises three prime areas: communication and language, physical development and personal, social and emotional development. We also support children in four specific areas, through which the three prime areas are strengthened and applied. The specific areas are:

                Literacy; mathematics; understanding the world; and expressive arts and design.

                We teach this framework through topics that excite the children; we gather their ideas through mind-mapping and plan according to their needs and interests a variety of structured play and practical activities to help them develop in the prime and specific areas of learning.

                Where pupils move into Year 1 without having achieved the Early Learning Goals, they may continue to be taught in line with the Foundation Stage Curriculum. Transition to the Year 1 curriculum can therefore happen when pupils have reached that stage in their development.

                From Year 1 to Year 6 we organise learning through the 2014 Primary Curriculum under the curriculum areas of: 

                
	Personal, social, health and emotional development and citizenship

	Understanding English, communication and languages

	Mathematics

	Science

	History

	Geography

	Computing

	Languages (currently French)

	Physical education;
                Art and design

	Design and technology

	Music

	Religious Education (delivered through Cornwall’s agreed syllabus)




                Key Stage 1 and 2

                We recognise the importance of reading, writing and maths for all children. We have a comprehensive and thorough approach to the teaching of reading across the school including, daily phonics lessons in Reception and KS1. All phonics in Reception and KS1 is taught following an order similar to Letters and Sounds.  The best elements of Jolly Phonics and RWI are used to support the children's phonics learning.  Daily lessons follow the structure of Revisit and Review, Teach, Practise and Apply in a creative manner.  All adults that deliver phonics in EYFS and KS1 have a phonics folder containing the same support material of the order of teaching, red warning words, best practice guide and a range of effective resources.  Guided reading is taught daily and systematically across the school, in banded groups according to reading level. Writing is taught through a topic-based approach, as much as possible, in order to provide purpose and audience for the children. Grammatical accuracy is embedded in the teaching of writing but also as a discrete element of the English curriculum alongside spelling and handwriting.

                The Mathematics curriculum aims to ensure that all pupils become fluent in the fundamental of Mathematics including the ability to recall and apply knowledge rapidly and accurately. Children at Wadebridge are taught to reason mathematically, solve problems and apply their mathematical skills in a variety of real life contexts.

                In addition to English and Mathematics, children are taught to develop their skills, understanding and creativity in Science, Computing, History, Geography, Design Technology, Music, Art, Physical Education and Religious Education. Additionally, French is taught from Year 3 onwards. These subjects are taught with a cross curricular approach, making links between learning.  We provide children with purposeful experiences that are meaningful for them and work towards real life outcomes with appropriate audiences. High quality ICT equipment and software also means digital technology is an integral part of many teaching and learning experiences.

                PSHE (Personal, Social and Health Education) forms an integral part of the curriculum at Wadebridge Primary Academy. It helps to give pupils the knowledge, skills and understanding they need to lead confident, healthy, independent lives and to become informed, active, responsible citizens. All members of staff are committed to encouraging in our children, a knowledge of right and wrong and to take responsibility for their own behaviour.

                Children are taught about the community in which they live and are encouraged to work in co-operation with other members of the school community. Supporting charities, both local and further afield, is encouraged. All children are expected to undertake appropriate responsibilities within the class and school, e.g. caring for the classroom environment, participating in class assemblies and participating in out of school activities.

                We aim to develop children’s enjoyment, confidence and competence in physical activity and introduce them to the pleasures of sport to help develop active children who benefit from a healthy lifestyle. Through a multi-skills approach in Key Stage one, children develop their skills in locomotion, manipulation and stability which they can then apply in a range of sporting and competitive contexts. In Key stage two these skills are applied to more formal settings and rules in sports and activities such as: football, netball, hockey, tennis and cricket as well as athletics, gymnastics, dance and outdoor adventurous activities. Due to our unique location and proximity to the coast all children receive 5 hours of coached swimming and water safety every year so as to develop their confidence and awareness in the water.

                We enhance and enrich the curriculum through a variety of activities including educational visits, school performances, visitors to school including artists, craftspeople, actors, musicians, support of parents and other stakeholders, after school clubs and links with our local cluster schools and secondary school.
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            Easter is here

            We have arrived at the end of a very busy term, upholding the tradition of Spring term being one of the busier terms of the year. This year however, I think Summer term might take the top spot. 



Since the beginning of the school year, we have been working with the Fowey Port User Group to find ways of working together to encourage young people and children in our local area to get in and on the water. So far, we have welcomed The Harbour Master, Captain Paul Thomas, into school to talk to the children about what happens on our river and lifting the lid on how to run a working port. In addition, we had the crew from Morvargh spend a morning with us to share their experiences, discuss water safety and study at sea charts in and around our local area.



Behind the scenes, Mrs Hughes has been busy creating a 6-week water sports programme for Tregeagle class working with Fowey Harbour Commissioners, Fowey Gallants Sailing Club and Paddle Cornwall. In these sessions, 7- to 11-year-olds will start to build knowledge and understanding of water safety, specifically on and around our river. They will have the opportunity to take part in Paddleboarding, Kayaking, Sailing and Motorboating. 

As always when we are looking at providing extracurricular activities to the children, we reach out to our amazingly generous community and yet again we have been able to secure funding to dismantle any potential barriers so all the children in KS2 can have this fantastic experience. 

We are incredibly grateful to:



	Polruan Regatta Committee 
	

	
The Nathaniel Symington Trust

	

	The Polruan Ferry for transport




Thank you for all you are doing to ensure the children are given the very best opportunities to thrive in their environment.



Going forward, we plan to provide this as an annual offer to our Key Stage 2 class, something we are working with Fowey Harbour Commissioners to hopefully facilitate. Ideally, we would like to offer river-based opportunities to all children throughout the school so we are looking at ways to include the younger children going forward. 

Tuesday was one very special day for the children in Canute class as they received a letter from Kensington Palace from The Prince and Princess of Wales. Before Christmas, the children wrote letters to the Prince and Princess telling them about life and learning in Polruan Primary Academy, walked to the post office to buy stamps and posted the letters in the postbox on the quay. The children were beyond proud to receive the royal letter and we have given it pride of place in the entrance hall of the school. 


Achievement Assembly
Mathematician of the week:
Rylie for showing independence and resilience 
Robbie for brilliant understanding of multiplication and division


Stars of the Week:
Liam for being a fantastic role model to younger pupils 
Mya for her increased confidence to speak out in class


We finished the Spring term with the Easter service at St Saviour’s - thank you to those of you who braved the weather to join us.


We return to school after the Easter break on Monday 15th April. 
Hope you have a lovely Easter break in our special corner of Cornwall. 
Jane Wills



        

    

                            

                            
                             

                            Click here for more blog entries.
                             

                            

                        
 
                
 
                

                
                        
                            Welcome


                            
                            Polruan Primary Academy is a small, happy and vibrant  school, situated at the very top of the village with the most fantastic views of the Fowey Estuary. Our school currently has two classes: Canute Class (Key stage 1) and Tregeagle Class (Key stage 2) both inhabiting spacious, welcoming classrooms with access to outside space. We also have a pre-school nursery provision embedded in our KS1 classroom, providing a seamless transition from pre-school to school.



 

Children at our school develop a love for learning in the coastal and rural environment immediately surrounding us and use this to explore national and global issues.



We pride ourselves on our inclusive supportive ethos and high expectations for all. Our dedicated and highly skilled teaching staff work incredibly hard to ensure all pupils reach the highest standards during their time with us.



 

We have strong community links and our school is an integral part of the village community. We work closely with our neighbouring schools and the wider network of Bridge Schools Trust.



Jane Wills

Head of School

                            

                        
 
                
 

                
                

                            
                            

                            
                             

                            
                            
                            

                    
                            
                                        Head of School:
Jane Wills
 

                                        St Saviours Hill
Polruan
Cornwall
PL23 1PS

01726 870402
secretary@polruanprimary.co.uk
https://www.polruanprimary.co.uk


                            

                    

                


            
              
                  
                        Our Values...
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                            Creative

                            
                                We are bold and innovative in our approach to find new solutions to the challenges we face.
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                            Curious

                            
                                We are inspired by the awe and wonder of the world.
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                            Responsible

                            
                                We take responsibility for our actions in an environment of mutual respect.
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                            Enthusiastic

                            
                                We are passionate about learning.
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                            Excellent

                            
                                We are the best we can be.
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                            Determined

                            
                                We overcome all barriers to reach our potential, developing a capacity to improve further.
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